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Singapore motto

Teach less…

Learn more…
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Odd one out? 

Reasons?

20     15      23       25 





Using models and images

Concrete –Pictorial - Abstract

 Children need to fully understand what they are doing, 

what is happening to the numbers and why. Being able 

to visualise real life situations, using concrete resources 

or pictures will often help them to embed their 

understanding.

 Mr Smith eats 1/6 of a cake. Mrs Smith eats 1/5 of the 

remaining cake. How much cake is left at the end?



How lessons are taught

 Concepts merge into each other.

 Lessons are typically broken into 3 parts and can last one or more days.

 Children master topics before moving on.

3 parts ð

Anchor task –In Focus Task –

This is where children are faced with a problem to discuss. Teachers will use 
questioning to move children on in their thinking, encourage them to link this to 
other areas in maths and develop their reasoning. Concrete or pictorial resources will 
be available for those children who want to use them.

Let’s Learn and Guided Practice –

Teachers model the methods that children have explored in the anchor task and 
ensure misconceptions are resolved. Models and images continue to be used and 
children are encouraged to explore a variety of different methods.

Independent learning –

Children have a go at answering the questions in their workbooks independently. 
Concrete resources and pictures are still available for them to use as support.



Anchor task

How many apples does he have?

How many apples does she have?

What do you think the story for this could be?



Let’s Learn - Use of number bonds

and the number bond diagram
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8 + 5 = 



Bar model

3 2



Bar model

3460 + 276 =

3460 276



Bar model –Year 5



Guided 

Practice

 Time for children to 

practice similar 

questions, using the 

techniques and methods 

learnt in Let’s Learn.



Maths is a language –we need to speak it, read it 

and write it

 We are introducing the Maths journal to our lessons. 

 Journals are where children jot down their thoughts, methods and 
learning throughout he lesson.

 They may be used in different ways –

 Remind themselves of their prior learning at the start of a lesson.

 Space to practice methods and workings out during lesson.

 Write a story for the calculation they are working with

 What will you take away from the lesson/ what will you need to 
remember for next time?

Using Journals



Marking

 Teachers use formative assessment during the 
questioning and anchor tasks and from this they move 
children on or support them further as necessary

 Journals are spaces for children to write down their 
thoughts (like a diary) and so will not have presentation 
guidelines or be marked (as assessment is done 
formatively)

 Maths no Problem workbooks will be marked. But most 
feedback will be verbal so you may not see written 
comments.



Fluency –How you can help

at home
Number bonds  -

 A lot of emphasis is put on number bonds and in particular a recognition that numbers 
can be split up and put together in different ways.

 This formulates a basis for number sense which is applied as a platform for decision 
making.

 The number bond diagram is consistently used as a visual way of showing how 
numbers can be split into their component parts, often as a means of describing what 
the children are thinking.

Times tables –the Government are planning on bringing in Times Tables 

tests in Year 4

Number sense

Real life Maths–cooking, time and timetables, money, measure


